
CONDEMNATION OF CONFEDERATE SYMBOLS, MONUMENTS, AND SCHOOLS 

 

WHEREAS 

 

The Southern Poverty Law Center reports there are more than 1,500 publicly sponsored symbols 

throughout the United States honoring Confederate leaders or the Confederate States of America; 

and 

 

These symbols include more than 100 schools named after Confederate leaders and over 700 

monuments and statutes on public property; and 

 

The majority of these monuments were erected or dedicated to Confederates during either the 

“Lost Cause” era, which sought to romanticize the Confederate cause and strengthen white 

supremacy; the implementation of Jim Crow laws or, in the case of Virginia, during the state’s 

official policy of “Massive Resistance” against desegregating schools as adopted into law in 

1956; and 

 

Fairfax County has one remaining high school—Robert E. Lee High School—opened and named 

in 1958 during the Massive Resistance” era; and 

 

The Confederate States of America seceded primarily to uphold the institution of slavery, as 

evidenced by numerous Confederate states’ declarations of causes for secession. For example, 

Mississippi declared “[o]ur position is thoroughly identified with the institution of slavery—the 

great material interest of the world;” and 

 

Confederate leaders and Confederate States of America are inextricably linked to the institution 

of slavery and the suppression of African Americans and civil rights and made no significant 

contributions to this nation; and 

 

Following the murder of nine congregants of the Mother Emanuel Church in Charleston in 2015 

by a man obsessed with Confederate symbols and the murder of Heather Heyer and injury of 

numerous others in Charlottesville, Virginia, on August 12, 2017, the nation has begun to 

grapple with whether it should continue to honor leaders of the Confederacy in public spaces, an 

example of which can be found in neighboring Maryland whose Governor eloquently stated in 

2017, “While we cannot hide from our history — nor should we — the time has come to make 

clear the difference between properly acknowledging our past and glorifying the darkest chapters 

of our history”; and 

 

The Fairfax County School Board voted to change the name of JEB Stuart High School to Justice 

High School because the previous name no longer reflected the values of the community; 

 

The Fairfax County School Board is currently examining all schools named after Confederate 

soldiers or named after individuals with Confederate ties; and 

 

The values and principles of the Confederacy are inimical to the  

professed values of our multicultural, integrated county and country, represent a system of 



oppression to all people of color and send a damaging message to our students and their families. 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Fairfax County Democratic Committee condemns 

all publicly sponsored symbols honoring either Confederate leaders or the Confederate States of 

America and encourages all federal, states, and municipalities to remove such symbols from 

publicly sponsored spaces; and 

 

That the Fairfax County Democratic Committee encourages the Fairfax County School Board 

rename Robert E. Lee High School because the timing of its naming and its ties to the 

Confederacy no longer reflects the values of Fairfax County. 

 


